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At 5 years: A section of the cyst removed from the eyeball by Mr. F. T. Ridley, showed dermoid covered by a transitionlal type of epithelium, mainly fibro-leiomyoma, with a small amount of glandular element.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said that he had shown an infant with sirnilar congenital. deformities at the Children's Section in March 1927 (Proc. Roy. Soc. Med., 1927,20, 33) . The infant, one of female twins, had a median cleft in her nose and upper lip and " auricular appendages " in front of the tragus of both ears. She also had a small epibulbar dermoid cyst of the right eye-apparently a " sequestration-dermoid ", with a corresponding " coloboma of the eyelid ". History.-Normal labour; no difficulty at any stage. First child. No known injury. No evidence of skin sepsis. The infant appeared to be in good health except that the left arm was held in adduction and was not used. Tenderness in the left axilla was noted on the thirteenth day after birth.
Condition on admission.-Temperature 98 40 F.; pulse 140; respiration 42.
A palpable mass was seen filling up the outer part of the left axilla.
X-ray examination (Dr. Oliver Robinson): Bone destruction of the greater part of the internal aspect of the upper end of the shaft of the left humerus, with two minute sequestra-acute osteomyelitis.
Operation ( In May 1935 a severe attack of cramp, during which she collapsed but was not unconscious, lasted two hours. A shorter attack in September 1935 left her with weakness of the legs for a week. In March 1936 there was another attack, beginning with tingling and stiffness of the fingers, tightness of the jaw, and sharp shooting pains all over the body; she felt as if the breath were being squeezed out of her, and she became stiff and paralysed, though she was still conscious. Several esser attacks of cramp, often two a week, occurred up to the time of her admission to hospital. On several occasions she had diarrhoea and sickness, lasting up to three days but unrelated to the attacks of cramp. Menstruation was regular and there was excessive loss.
Clinical Section 1053
On examination.-Results essentially negative, except marked flushing of the exposed parts, and slight soft enlargement of the thyroid. Electrocardiogram normal. Skiagrams of skull, femora, and hands normal. Basal metabolic rate normal. Faeces: Total fat 16-0%; split fat 10.5%o; neutral fat 5 5%. Attacks of tetany occurred spontaneously in the ward and two very typical attacks w-ere induced by voluntary overbreathing, the symptoms beginning after one and a half minutes and being maximal with stridor and opisthotonos after about ten minutes. Calcium chloride was much more effective than calcium gluconate in arresting the condition. One attack was controlled with a mixture of calcium gluconate and calcium bicarbonate (an alkaline solution).
Progress. The patient was treated with calcium lactate, ammonium chloride, and a vitamin-ID preparation in varying doses. She improvecl, and was able to return to wN-ork with some difficulty, but mild cramps, stiffness, tiredness, and faintness persisted. In May 1937 the treatment wias discontinued. Six days later the patient hlad her most severe attack of tetany.
Recadmission to hospital January 7, 1937. Examination revealed a low bloodcalciuni figure and severe hypochromic anemia, the latter presumably due to menorrhagia. Patrathornione injections-20 units tw%ice a w%eek continued in out-patient (lepartmeilt; calcium and vitamin ID also given. On April 4, 1938, the blood-calcium content was 9-6 gm 0/, So long as the patient has injections of parathormone twice a week she remains conmparatively wNell. If she does not have these injections-or if she has only one injection a week the cramps return. Infection and menstruation cause mil(d relapses.
Webbing of Lower Limbs, associated with Congenital Bilateral Contractions of Flexor Muscles of Elbow and Wrist. L. Mi. EDWARDS, M.D.
The infant was born May a, 1938, at St. Mary Abbots Hospital. The mother was first seen at the Ante-Natal Clinic in the 38th week. She was very tightly corseted in order to conceal her illegitimate pregnancy. Breech presentation. A skiagram showed that both feet of the child were in the pelvis below the breech. External version was attempted but failed. No other complications of
